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Trong doi song vin hoc, chiing ta da tirmg néi nhiéu vé phong cach viét (sang
tac, phé binh...), vy ¢6 phong cach doc khdng? Va néu cé thi phong cach doc la
gi?

Bai viét sau khi khzfng dinh su ton tai cia phong cach doc van hoc, xac dinh
khdi niém, néi lén biéu hién va suw hinh thanh cia né, da tap trung trinh bay, phan
tich va ly giai phong cach doc cua cong chung Sai Gon - Nam Bo qua giong lich
sit. Dy la nhitng quan sat mang tinh ca nhan, la nhitng dé nghi cu thé, tir mot
qua trinh trai nghiém dai trong con dwong hoc tap, giang day va nghién ciru van
hoc.

Tir khéa: phong cdch viét, phong cach doc van hoc, cong ching Sai Gon -
Nam Bé, tam thé doc van hoc, xu hwong doc van hoc, hinh thicc doc van hoc...

ABSTRACT
The literary reading styles of readers in Saigon and Cochinchine

There has been a lot of discussion about writing styles in our literary socie-
ties. How about reading styles, and how is this concept defined?

The present paper begins with a confirmation of the existence of literary
reading styles, a definition for this concept, and a description of its represen-
tations and origination. Subsequently, the reading styles of readers in Saigon
and Cochinchine, Vietnam throughout the history are presented, analyzed and
explained. This work is a constitution of the author s personal observations and
specific proposals, which are accumulated from long-term experience of literary
studies, teaching and research.

Keywords: writing styles, literary reading styles, readers in Saigon and
Cochinchine, literary reading situations, literary reading trends, literary reading

configurations...

Trong doi song van hoc, ching ta di timg noi
nhidu vé phong cdch viét (sang tac, phé binh...),
vay c6 phong cdch doc khong? Va néu c6 thi
phong cach doc la gi?

Theo thién y, ciing nhu phong cach viét,
phong cach doc van hoc 1a cé thyc. Mot cach cy
thé, n6 hién 16 qua viéc chon sach doc cua doc
gia, qua cac bai phé binh, doc sach cia cac nha
phé binh va qua tinh hinh mét s6 loai sach ban
chay hoac ban é trong thi truong van hoc. Triru
tuong va rong rai hon, co thé théiy biéu hién ctua
n6 trén cac phwong dién: tdm thé doc van hoc,
xu huong chon doi twong doc, hinh thirc doc

* PGS.TS, Trwong PH KHXH&NYV, PHQG TP.HCM.
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van hoc...

Phong cach doc bat nguon tir nhan t6 chii quan
(thién hudéng, nhu cﬁu, s thich va nang luc, diéu
kién cua timg c4 nhan) va nhan t6 khach quan
(doi séng van héa, gido duc, van hoc...). Phong
cach doc cd nhéan va phong cach doc cong dong
luén c6 mdi quan hé hai chiéu, chiu su quy dinh
r0 rét cia khong gian van hoa va thoi gian van
hoa.

Hoan canh dia ly, van hoéa va lich su cua
Viét Nam da mang dén nhimg ving mién c6 dic
trung van hoéa riéng, trong d6 co6 dac trung doc
van hoc, ddc biét 1a cac trung tdm van hoa nhu
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Ha Noi va Sai Gon - TPHCM. Trong pham vi
bai viét ndy, chung toi tip trung trinh bay vé
phong cach doc ctia cong ching Sai Gon - Nam
Bo. Do chua c6 diéu kién 1am mot cude diéu tra
xa hoi hoc thich dang nhu 1€ ra phai cd, chung
t61 xin phac ra mot s6 ¥ kién dua trén mot quan
sat 1au dai c6 tinh chat c4 nhan.

C6 thé ndi, & Viét Nam, doc nhur 1a mot nhu
ciu thuong ngay cua dong dao cong ching, di
xudt hién trude hét & Sai Gon noi riéng va Nam
B0 noi chung. Boi, doc rong rai, trudc hét 13 bat
dau béng viéc doc bao. Ma bao chi thi c6 mat
truée & ving dat nay so véi ca nude nhitng bon
muoi nam'.

Thoat tién, bao chi mang lai nhu cau thong
tin, nhitng tin tirc tir chinh quyén ban xuéng, roi
tin sinh hoat, tin quang cdo: khong gian song tro
nén xich gén lai va tré nén dong dat, dap ung
tinh hiéu ky, hong chuyén va tan chuyén ctia
con ngudi. Rdi ciing chinh bio chi mang lai nhu
cdu giai tri qua chit nghia: nhitng bai tho, truyén
ngén, truyén dai dan dan xuat hién.

Gin véi bao chi, van hoc phai dap tng yéu
cau cua dién dan nay vé nhiéu mat: dung luong
(ngan gon, hoic dang nhiéu ky: tiéu thuyét feuil-
leton), dai chiing (d& hiéu), hap dan (ly ky, thoi
su). Tinh chat ctia bao chi lam nén tinh chit cua
vin hoc chit quic ngit Nam B6 thoi ky phdi thai
va tir d6 hinh thanh nén phong cach doc van hoc
ctia cong ching Nam Bo: ngudi ta c6 thé tiép
xuc véi trang van hoc mdi ngay, vao budi sang,
nhu mot thire diém tdm vé tinh than. Tam thé
doc la tu nguyén dé giai tri, da dan dan tré thanh
nhu ciu hang ngay khong thé thiéu.

Nhung ngay trong thoi ky phoi thai cua van
hoc chit qudc ngit, bén canh bio chi con c6
sach in. Du khéng chiu quy ludt cua bao, nhiéu
tac phdm in thanh sach & Nam Bo thu¢ 4y van
dugc viét theo nguyén tic dai chung. Co thé
no6i, day 1a mét chon lya ctiia van hoc Nam BJ.
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Chon Iya nay da dugc ghi nhan véi cum tur da
tro thanh kinh dién ctia Nguyén Thong “loai van
chuong séng cham lau lach”, dbi l1ap véi “loai
van chuong lang miéu dai cac™. Sau do, cac nha
van tién phong cta Viét Nam: Truong Vinh Ky,
Huinh Tinh Cua, Nguyén Trong Quan, HO Biéu
Chanh... da ké thira va phat trién bang phat biéu
va sang tac’. Tir d6, mot nén van hoc dai chiing
hinh thanh va phat trién, cuc ky da dang, cho
mai dén ndm 1975. Tai sao cac nha vian Nam
B6 chon van hoc dai chiung? Nguyén Thong thi
cho rang van chuong gan voi qué huong, phong
th6. Truong Vinh Ky, trén con duong quang ba
chir qudc ngir, dd y thirc vé viée nang cao dan tri
va chém hinh dung vé nhu cau hién dai hoa vin
hoc. Nguyén Trong Quan, nhan manh dén “loi
no6i thuong”, va “su thuong co trudc mét ta” dé
ngudi ta ¢6 1ong vui ma doc van hoc. H6 Biéu
Chanh, vi rut kinh nghiém tu truong hop Truyén
Thay Lazaro Phién cia Nguyén Trong Quan, vi
say mé dung chat lidu doi thuong va ngon ngir
binh dan, du 6ng 1a quan huyén, la dc phu s...

C6 thé ndi tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoc &
Viét Nam bat ddu vé6i viée dua van hoc thoat khoi
chén cung dinh, vé lai voi déng dao quan ching
nhan dan. Trong thiét ché ciia xa hoi tu san (xa
hoi dan su, kinh té thi truong, giai phong ca
nhan...) van hoc Nam B - Sai Gon mang nhiing
dic diém co ban cia vin hoc dai ching Au My
vé thé loai (tiéu thuyét, truyén ngan), thu phap
(khung k§y thuat), hinh thirc xuat ban (tu nhan),
phat hanh (linh hoat, rong rai)... O do, sach vin
hoc 1a hang hoa xuat ban hang loat. O d6, ngudi
doc 1a thuong dé. Ngudi viét va nguoi 1am sach
cing mot long bién van chuong thanh nhimg
moén an khac nhau cho moi nguoi déu cé thé
thuong thire. Vi vdy, thué 4y ¢ Sai Gon - Nam
B0, sau khi Truong Vinh Ky cong bd Truyén doi
xwa, Huinh Tinh Cta Truyén gidi buén, nhiing
cau truyén dan gian Viét Nam lan luot duoc in

' K& tir Gia Dinh Bdo 1865, nim 1905, Ha Noi méi c6 to bao chir qubc ngit ddu tién 1a Pai Viét tan bao.

2“Thur trd 161 6ng Pai tu néng Pham Trac Pudng” trong Ngoa du sao vin tdp. Dan theo Doan Lé Giang, Tai liéu on tdp
Vén hoc trung dai http://tailieu.vn/doc/on-tap-van-hoc-trung-dai-1471826.html, ddn ngudn ngay 10/9/2014.

3 Nguyen Trong Quan, Truyen Thay Lazaro Phién, J. L1nage Libraire- Editeur, Rue Catinat, 1887: “t6i c6 mot ¥ dung
lay tiéng thuong moi ngudi hdng n6i ma lam ra mot truyén hau cho ké sau coi ma bay dat cing in ra it nhiéu truyén hay;
trudce 1 1am cho con tré ham vui ma tép doc, sau 1a 1am cho cac dan cac xtr biét ring: ngudi Annam sanh tri sanh tai thi
ciing ching thua ai! (...) t6i m&i dam bay dat mot truyén doi ndy 1a sy thudng c6 trude mit ta ludn, nhu vay thi s& c6 nhidu
nguoi s& lay 1ong vui ma doc; ké thi cho quen mat chit, ngudi thi cho dang giai phién mot gidy”.
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thanh truyén tranh (Ndng Ut kiéng tién, Son
Tinh Thity Tinh, Cady tre tram dot...); nhitng b
sach dién nghia dich tir tiéng Tau: (Tam Quoc,
DPéng Chu, Phong Than...); nhing truyén
Ném dugc in bang chit qudc ngit (Truyén Kiéu,
Pham Céng Cuc Hoa, Luc Vin Tién...), nhiing
tiéu thuyét cia H6 Biéu Chanh, Nguyén Chanh
Sét, Phu Puec.., sau khi ding nhiéu ky trén béo,
s& dugc in thanh timg tip mong, gidy vang, ban
gid 3 céc, 3 xu. Vi vdy ma méi co tén goi 1a tiéu
thuyét ba xu.

Thué 4y, nguoi néng dan miét vuon Nam
B9, sau vu mua thu hoach, thuong 1én Sai Gon
mua sam. Trong cac thir hang hoa ay thé nao
cling c6 mot tay nai ddy cac tap truyén mong
giaré. Va 101, budi trua, budi tbi, hodc luc ndng
nhan, ho nam lic lu trén vong, € a doc truyén
va nhitng ngudi phu nir 6m con hay bét chi ngoi
dua cot bén canh dé léng nghe. Céc bac xich 16
& Sai thanh thi luén cim trén tay to bao hodc
tap truyén dé giai khudy khi vang khach.

Vay thi, c6 nhitng nam thang dat nudc ta lam
than vi thyc dan xdm chiém. Nhung ciing chinh
nhitng ndm thang 4y, cai thiét ché xa hoi van
hoa theo quy luat kinh té thi trudng lai tao diéu
kién dé rai déu moi san phdm vat chit va tinh
than theo kiéu thuong vang ha cam dén nhiing
noi ma con ngudi c¢6 nhu cau va tai rang rinh ¢6
ti tién. Va chang, ngay 4y dat rong, nguoi thua,
1am choi, an thiét. Va ching, ngay iy ddu c6 vo
tuyén truyén hinh, dau c6 may tinh...

Tir nhu cau giai tri, con nguoi Nam B da
c6 mot nguén séng tinh than nhu vay, nho viéc
doc. Ho cam thay minh ndi két duoc v6i bén
ngoai va thang bang, va hanh phuc. Toi biét c6
mot sd tri thirc Nam Bo chit nghia cung minh,
sdng & cac nudc phuong Tay ma lai vé Viét
Nam tim mua cac bd sach truyén in kiéu ay
(sau nay chi con mét it & Cho Ldén, Quan 5),
xem nhu cia quy: chéc véi ho, do 1a ky niém,
1a khong khi ciia mot thoi dd qua, da timg gin
v6i cha 6ng ho, nhitng ngudi dan qué chan chat
yéu vin hoc. Va noi cho cing, nhiing tac pham

ay rat chi 1a moc mac ma lai mang phong vi
riéng...

Nhung Nam B¢ khong chi c6 van hoc dai
chung. Noi day, tir cudi thé ky XIX dén nua
dau thé ky XX di hinh thanh nhiing dién dan
van hoc, mé ra nhidu cudc tranh luan, tao nén
nhing sy kién lam thay d6i doi sdng van hoc
Viét Nam*. C6 thé néi viéc am hiéu ngoai ngi,
mo rong thong tin, khat khao ddi thoai d3 1am
cho doi séng van hoc Sai Gon - Nam B6 ni két
khong ngimg véi bén ngoai, thu hat nhidu nha
van ca nude. Lam van hoc nhu vy, dong nghia
voi kha nang thao luan tim toi dé tao ra nhiéu
khac biét va lam nén nhiéu su kién méi. Cong
chung van hoc Nam B¢ da quen voi khong khi
séng dong éy, ho khong chiu dwoc su tu dong,
X0 cung, mot chiéu.

Sau 1954, Nam B¢ - Sai Gon thém nhiéu
cay but cii, m&i tir Ha Noi vao, tir chién khu vé.
C6 thé noéi, chua bao gio doi song van hoc tro
nén phon tap va da xu hudng nhu thoi ky 1954-
1975 ¢ mién Nam®. Cong nghé in phat tricn.
Sach ¢ Sai Gon dep dan 1én. Toi nhé khi toi
biét doc, t6i dd c6 nhitng cudn truyén tranh dich
ctia Charles Perrault: Thang bé ti hon, Nang Lo
Lem, Cong chiia da lira... in gidy cing, mau
sdc tuyét voi, khong thua gi sach Phap. Roi cac
nha xuit ban bung 1én nhu ndm sau mua. Vin
hoc Sai Gon tr sac, cuc ky da dang. Khong it
ngudi cAm but c6 trinh d6 cb ngir va ngoai ngi,
c¢6 kha ning tiép thu nhiéu ngudn anh hudng
trong khong gian Pong Tay, kim cd, da du nhap
nhimg 1y thuyét vin hoc méi va tién hanh dich
thut nhiéu tac pham kinh dién, noi tiéng cta
nhan loai, rat ngén khoang cach véi thé giéi.

Chuong trinh giang day van hoc trong nha
truong phd thong va sach gido khoa vin hoc &
mién Nam thud Ay rat thodng va mém, coi mo,
khong mé hinh hoa, khong dinh kién, tén trong
khong gian su pham cua ngudi thiy. Cép ba
trang bi tu duy, phuong phéap va ngoai ngii. Tinh
than cta dai hoc 1a khai phong va tu tri. Khi hoc
sinh trung hoc dé nhi cp (nay 1a cap ba) phai

4Thiéu Son khai sinh thé loai phé binh van hoc 1929; Phan Khéi khai sinh Tho méi (1932); Cudc tranh luan tho méi bing

no.

5C6 thé noi do 1a biéu hién ctia dan chu tu san: Tho H6 Chi Minh, Té Hitu... duoc dang & bao chi mién Nam. Thang 5/1968,
nha tho Nguyén Qudc Thai doc Bén kia séng Pudng cia Hoang Cam trén Dai Phat thanh Sai Gon.
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hoc hai ngoai ngit Anh Phap song song va ban
C thi c6 thém mén Triét hoc (Luin 1y hoc, Pao
dtrc hoc, Tam 1y hoc), thi ho da thich cAm trén
tay nhitng cu6n sach dich mang hoi huéng triét
hoc, bén canh nhiing tiéu thuyét hién dai cua
phuong Tay, va nhiéu khi doc ca cac loai truyén
giai tri thinh hanh lac bay gid nhu kiém hiép
va trinh tham. Va khong thé thiéu 1a cac tap chi
van hoc nghé thudt mang cac xu hudng khac
nhau: tr Bdch Khoa dén Tin van, tir Sang tao
cho dén Poi dién... Nhitng nha xuét ban duogc
xem 12 in sach cac tac pham c6 gia tri lac bay
gior 1a Tri Dang, La Boi, Trinh bay, Giao diém...
Nhu vay do, ban doc Sai Gon - Nam Bo hoan
toan khong dong dang. Tudi nao c6 sach do,
gidi nao co truyén/bao do6. Cac hi€u cho thué
sach an nén lam ra bén canh cac nha sach rong
than 4i cho ngudi doc nghéo vao coi cop sudt ca
ngdy (ma nha sach Khai Tri 13 tiéu biéu). Thud
4y sach binh dan thi bia thuong mém, c6 khi
cling 13 to gidy mong c6 hinh v& khong mau.
Néu c6 in mau thi bia ciing mong, in gidy lang,
thuong c6 hinh vé céc c6 géi ky tén Lé Trung.
Con loai sach sang trong khong bao gio in bia
lang, gidy clng vira, x6p va trinh bay rat trang
nha. Cam trén tay cudn sach thay nhe nhang va
gan giii, khong nhu sach bay gid, lang 13y, ning
né, hao nhoang. Khi vao dai hoc, hinh anh céc
ban sinh vién di trong san truong, cam trén tay
nhiing cudn sach méi nhu: Y thirc méi trong vén
nghé va triét hoc (Pham Cong Thién), Tam tinh
hién ddng (Tagore) Hodang Tir Bé (Sait - Exu-
péry), Ngd nhdn (Albert Camus), Bdt tré dong
xanh (J. D. Salinger), Cau chuyén giong song
(Hemann Hesse), Mot vong hoa cho nguoi cach
mang (Peter Abrahams)... cam giac nhu bay
gio ho cAm nhiing céi Iphone.

Mang lué6i bao chi, xuét ban, nam trong co
ché kinh t& tu nhan, duoc t6 chirc hoat dong
hét sirc da dang, phan ting, linh hoat. Ho ¢ xu
hudng va ddi tuong cuia minh, gdp phan khai
thac cac loai doc gia khac nhau, phat hanh hét
strc nang dong vé cac ving mién xa, kich thich
khong khi doc.

Nhu vay, khong khi va didu kién xi hoi,
du 1a chién tranh va nhiéu xdo tron, van kich
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thich cam hting doc va xu hudng doc tu do, tu
nguyén, da dang, phat trién.

Sau 1975, dat nudc thong nhat, nhitng tac
phém van hoc dugc xuét ban ¢ Sai Gon - Nam
B6 1ui vao phia sau, nhuong chd cho bo phan
vin hoc chinh théng tir mién Béc chuyén vao.
Do 1a dong van hoc st thi, mang tinh gidao duc
rd rét. Cong ching doc van hoc & mién Nam
tré thanh ngudi hoc tap, rén luyén, dé trang bi
cho minh mét nhan quan, mét y thirc maéi vé
xa hoi va dan toc.

Tur 1986, voi phong trao ddi méi, van hoc
Sai Gon - Nam B9 cling nhu ca nudc trd lai
v6i doi song binh thudng, ti nhién. Nguoi ta
goi d6 1a giong van hoc thé su, thé hién tit ca
nhiing van d¢, nhirng cung bac khic nhau ciia
con nguoi, trong dé6 nhitng nhu cau ¢4 nhan
dugc dé cao. Cong chung van hoc ¢ ving dat
nay lai tré nén da dang, tuy vay, hinh nhu vé sb
Iuwong va chét lugng nguoi doc, van khong thé
nao bang cic giai doan trudc day. Budc vao
thé ky XXI, hién twong suy thoai xuit hién ca
trén binh dién sang tac 1an trén binh dién tiép
nhan. C6 thé néi 1a doi song vin hoc dang roi
tu do. Hoc sinh trong nha truong phd thong
dang c6 ddu hiéu chan mén van va ludi doc.
Rét nhiéu thay c6 chi doc nhiing tac pham nam
trong chuong trinh day. Va nhu vay loai cong
chung c6 hoc chiém phan 16n lai thién vé tim
thé doc nghia vu.

Nguyén nhan cua tinh trang niy c6 ca yéu
t6 khach quan va cha quan.

Vé phuong dién khach quan, c6 thé ké ra
hang loat ly do: (1) thoi hoang kim cia van
hoc da qua, dé giai tri, co nhiéu linh vuc khac
canh tranh voi véan hoc; (2) khong c6 bao chi
va xudt ban tu nhan, kha nang chuyén nghiép
hoéa bi han ché; (3) khong co6 chinh sach tai trg
thich dang cho van hoa, cac thu vién ngay cang
thiéu kinh phi dé mua day du sach moi; (4)
hoat dong phat hanh sach kém (sach khong vé
dén cac tinh xa); (5) sach mic, in dep loe loet,
trang trong mot cach phd truong, phi pham;
(6) chinh sach kinh doanh chup giut (gia thanh
cao, sau d6 ha gia, ra 16 duong); (7) van hoc
mang phat trién....
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Vé phuong dién chii quan: (1) cong ching
doc khong rong rai nhu xua, viéc doc thu hep
trong nhitng ngudi ¢6 hoc; (2) luc lugng tré co
thoi gian doc nhiéu va doc khoe 1a hoc sinh,
sinh vién thi phan 16n dén véi van hoc véi tim
thé doc nghia vy, sttc doc yéu va pham vi doc
hep; (3) thiéu cac nha van chuyén nghiép, do
quan tinh tir x4 hoi bao cap; (4) nha van thanh
thao ngoai ngit khong nhiéu, do mot thoi gian
dai viéc dao tao ngoai ngit bi xem nhe, tr d6
viéc tiép nhén van hoc thé gidi cham va yéu;
(5) thiéu vai tro cua diém sach, phé binh sach
dé kich thich va hinh thanh thi hiéu doc cho doc
gia...

Nhin chung, hién nay van hoa, van hoc Viét
Nam dang tré lai xu hudng tiéu thu, va TP.HCM
van 1a noi c6 strc mua tét nhat. Xu huéng doc
sach thuc tién va dai chung dang tr¢ lai, nhung
thi truong sach Viét chwa dap tng, van con
nhudng chd cho cac loai sach dich nhu ngén
tinh, trinh tham, truyén tranh... ba xuét hién
tha choi sach voi mot s6 nha suu tim sach cil.
Trong khi d6, loai cong chung tri thire, dugc
xem la nguoi doc chu dong va c6 chuyén mon,
van chua dugc thé hién nhiéu vai tro trén bao
chi. Céc dién dan van hoc, thiéu Véng cac cudc
thao luan tich cyc mang tinh hoc thuat.

Pé co6 duge mot tang 16p cong chung vin

hoc 1y tuong, va mot doi séng van hoc hién
dai va phat trién thue su, c6 18 Viét Nam can
nhiéu thoi gian va cong stc, voi su quan tim
thich dang cua toan xa hoi. Trude hét, viée nang
cao dan tri c6 1& 1a yéu cau hang dau, bén canh
viéc bao dam nhing nhu ciu dan sinh tdi thiéu.
TP.HCM la noi ma cong ching nhu cau giai tri
16n nhit nudc, va ciing 12 noi bao chi phat trién
hon ca. Nén ching khai thac thé manh nay dé
quang ba vin hoc dai chung. Theo thién y, viéc
doc van hoc, so v6i viée xem phim anh trén cac
phuong tién nghe nhin, c6 nhiing loi ich riéng:
trong khi phim anh lu6n 4p dat ngudi xem bang
nhiéu hinh anh lién tiép, van hoc cho phép
nguoi doc dimg lai dé suy nghi. Trén binh dién
rong hon, ndm trong chién lugc phat trién vin
hoa, nén c6 su can thi€p c6 y thuc cua nha nude
vé xuét ban, bdo chi nhu: in tiét kiém, ha gia
thanh, canh tranh, phat hanh rong rai, dac bict
chuy dén mang ludi phong doc sach, thu vién &
nong thon. Bén canh do, can co céc to Tin sach,
cac myc diém sach thuong xuyén trén bao chi.
Hy vong trong mot tuong lai gan, khi hé théng
giao thong cong cong & cac do thi dugc hoan
thién, thi diéu kién doc sach cua cong chung khi
di chuyén trén duong, nhu cac nudc phat trién
s€ tang lén.

TPHCM, 9/2014
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